CARL SCHURZ'S POLITICAL CAREER

that the only public reputation he had achieved was that of
being the son-in-law of Senator Payne and of having con-
tributed $25,000 to the Democratic campaign fund. " Is it not
known to the President that one of the most scandalous and
alarming signs of the times consists in the invasion of the
Senate by millionaires who have no distinction but their money?
Is it the business of a reform administration to invite the
millionaire who has no other distinction than his money also
into the Cabinet? These questions will be asked. What an-
swer can we give to the patriotic men who followed our lead?"
Cleveland had been in the White House but a few weeks
when his policy in the matter of the offices became the center
of an extremely fierce contest between the Democrats of
"spoils" proclivities and the Independents. Shortly after the
election the National Committee of the Independents had, with
Mr. Cleveland's previous approval, presented to him an address
of congratulation, and he had in his formal answer professed
his purpose to apply the principles of civil-service reform
in appointments to office, and to refrain from removal of Re-
publican incumbents before their terms expired. This policy
was not, however, to derogate in any degree from his fealty
to the Democratic party. At Washington, surrounded by
eager party leaders, he found strict adhesion to reform prin-
ciples in removals and appointments practically impossible,
save at great risk to other important elements of his policy.
Whether risk or complete sacrifice, the radical Independents
urgently demanded it in the name of plighted faith. The
spoilsmen, in the name of party interest, were as insist-
ent in the opposite direction. The result was naturally in-
decisive. During the first year the record showed many con-
spicuous instances of appointment and removal on strictly
refonning principles, and for these the President received mod-

[410] was to write continually for two years.
